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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel chums 2, 8 5 9, 13, 19, 20, 24, 30, 35, 41, and 42, and amend claims 1, 10, U, 12, 
21, 22, 23, 32, 33, 34, 43, and 44 as follows: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Data processing apparatus, comprising: 

{a) data storage means com prising a RAID h aving a plurality of defined storage 

elements , wherein each of said defined stor age elements comprises a separate partition on jhe 
RAID, .with each separate partition configured to accept image data relating to image frames_o_fa 
predetermined frame definition /siae: 

(b) memory means con taining multiple datas tores nnd_u sage data for each of the 
multiple darastores. said usage data i ndicating which of said defined storage elements contains image 
dat a of the predetermined frame definition /sisee- : and 

(c) p rocessing means configured to: 

Q update said usage data in each of said datastorca i n response to image_data being 

stored within said data storage means7 ^4icrcin ; 

s aid memory means farthe r contain s a datastore, and-said processing mcana in configured-^ 

analyse said usage data to detoznine the number of said storage elements not 

containing image_data; 

(m). store information within each of said dataatorc datastore s . said information 

identifying the predetermine^ fr* mf > definjdon/ske for each separate pam'non and indicating 
said number of storage elements in each separate partition not containing image data: and 
(iv) read the i nformation from said dam gtoragc means darascore to determine 
whether said-further image data may be stored. 

2. (CANCELLED) 
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3. (ORIGINAL) Data processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said data 
storage means comprises a hard disk. 

4. (ORIGINAL) Data processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said usage 
data comprises a plurality of data elements, each data element corresponding to one storage element 
on said data storage means, 

5. (ORIGINAL) Data processing apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said usage 
data comprises a bitmap. 

6. (ORIGINAL) Data processing apparatus according to claim S, wherein said analysis 
of said usage data comprises parsing said bitmap. 

7. (ORIGINAL) Data processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
datastore comprises at least one cache within the kernel memory of said memory means- 

8. (CANCELLED) 

9. (CANCELLED) 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Data processing apparatus according to claim 19, 
wherein each said storage element has the storage capacity to store only one of said image frames of 
said predetermined frame definitio n/size . 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Data processing apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein aaid - dfltriBtorc each of said multiple datastores comprises a plurality of cucl^cache^-imd 
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each cache ia configured to receive kiformation relating only lq storage ckmenu configured to 

12. (CURKENTLY AMENDED) In a data processing system comprising processing 
means, memory means having multipledatastores, and RAID.. data storage means having a plurality 
of defined storage elements, a method of storing data, comprising the steps of: 

storing ima g e fames in the RAID d ata storage means, said RATD data storage means havine 

a plurality of defined storage elements, wherein each of said defined storage e lements comprises a 
separate partition on the RAID, widi each separate partition configured to accept imag e data tela ring 
ro image frames of a p redetermined frame definition /si ?e: 

storing usage data for each of die multiple datastores within said memory means , said usage 
data indicating which of said defined s torage elements for each partition contains image data of the 
predetertn itip-H fra me definition/size : 

analysing said usage data to determine the number of said storage elements not containing 
image data: 

scoring information within * -each of said datastorc datastores. said in formation identifying 
the predetermined frame definition /siae for each separate partition and indicating said number of 
storage elements in each separate partition n ot containing image data: and 

reading the informarion from said datastore to determine whether further imag e data may be 

stored. 

13. (CANCELLED) 

14. (ORIGINAL) A method according to claim 12, wherein said data storage means 
comprises a hard disk. 
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15. (ORIGINAL) A method according ro claim 12, wherein said usage data comprises a 
plurality of data elements, each data element corresponding to one storage clement on said data 
storage means. 

16. (ORIGINAL) A mediod according to ckim 15, wherein said usage data comprises a 

bitmap. 

17. (ORIGINAL) A method according to ckim 16, wherein said step of analysing said 
usage data comprises parsing said bitmap. 

18. (ORIGINAL) A method according to ckim 12, wherein said datastore comprises at 
least one cache within the kernel memory of said memory means. 

19. (CANCELLED) 

20. (CANCELLED) 

2L (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 1220, wherein each said 
storage element has the storage capacity to store only one of said image frames of said 
predetermined frame definition /size . 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 1220, wherein each of 
said multiple daiagcorc datastotes comprises a cachc. plmaliey of cache s , and each cache h configured 
to receive information relating only co oc o i ' agc elements configured to receive image frames of-a 
specified definition . 
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23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable instructions executable by a computer such that, when executing said instructions, a 
computer will perform the steps of: 

storing data within data storage means comprising a RAID h aving a plurality of defined 
storage elements , wherein each of said defined storage elements comprises a separate pa rtition on 
the RAID, with each separate parrition configured to accept. image data relating to image frames of a 
predetermin ed frame definition /size: 

storing usage data in multiple datas tores , said usage data in dicating which of said storage 
elements is currently being use d in the predetermined frame definition /si2e : 

in response to data being stored within said data storage means, updating said usage datajn 
each of die: multiple datastores; 

analysing said usage data to determine the number of said storage elements not containing 
image data: 

storing information within gr -cach_ of said daifldtou e -datastores. said information identifying 
the predetermined, frame definition /size for each separate partition and i ndicating said number of 
storage elements in each separate partition not containing imag edata; and 

reading said info rma tion from said datas tore to determine whether further imag e data may 
be srored 

24. (CANCELLED) 

25. (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable instructions 
executable by a computer according to claim 23, wherein said data storage means comprises a hard 
disk. 
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26. (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable instructions 
execurable by a computer according to claim 23, wherein said usage data comprises a plurality of 
data elements, each data element corresponding to one storage element on said data storage means. 

27. (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable instructions 
executable by a computer according to claim 26, wherein said usage data comprises a bitmap. 

28. (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable instructions 
executable by a computer according to claim 27, wherein said step of analysing said usage data 
comprises parsing said bitmap. 

29. (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable instructions 
executable by a computer according to claim 23, wherein said datastore comprises at least one cache 
within the kernel memory of the computer. 

30. (CANCELLED) 

31. (CANCELLED) 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable instructions executable by a computer according to claim 22$K wherein each said storage 
element has the storage capacity to store only one of said image frames of said predetermined frame 
definitio n Asi7e . 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable instructions executable by a computer according to claim 31, wherein saad -each of dfltaatore 
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datastores comprises a plurality of cackcfl cache. y and each cache - ia configured to receive information 
i?e k - ting only to storage clcnicnto configured to r e c e ive image &amc» e k specified defi mritonr 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer system programmed to execute stored 
instructions such diat in response to said stored instructions said system is configured to: 

store data within data storage means comprising a RAID having a plurality of defined 
storage elements , wherein each of said defined sto rage elements comprises a separate partition on 
the RAID, with each separate partition configured to accept image data relating to image fa mes of a 
predetermined frame definition /srse : 

store usage data in mulriple datas tores, said usage data indicating which of said storage 
elements contains imag e data in the predetermined frame definition /size; 

in response to data being stored within said data storage means, update said usage datajn 
each of the multiple datastores: 

analyse said usage data to determine the number of said storage elements not containing 

Store information within each of said datastores. said informa tion identifying the 
predeterrnined frame definition /size for each separate partition and * datastorc i ndicating said 
number of storage elements not containing image data: 

read said information from said datastore to determine whether said further imag e data may 
be stored. 

35. (CANCELLED) 

36. (ORIGINAL) A computer system according to claim 34, wherein said data storage 
means comprises a hard disk. 
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37, (ORIGINAL) A computer system according to claim 34, wherein said usage data 
comprises a plurality of data elements, each data element corresponding to one storage element on 
said data storage means. 

38* (ORIGINAL) A computer system according to claim 37, wherein said usage data 
comprises a bitmap. 

39. (ORIGINAL) A computer system according to claim 38, wherein said step of 
analysing said usage data comprises parsing said bitmap. 

40. (ORIGINAL) A computer system according to claim 34, wherein said datastore 
comprises at least one cache within the kernel memory of said computer system. 

41 (CANCELLED) 

42. (CANCELLED) 

43. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer system according to claim 3443, wherein 
each said storage element has the storage capacity to store only one of said image frames of said 
predetermined frame definitio n /size . 

44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer system according to claim 42, wherein 
czich.ted-datastore comprises a plurality of caclicac ache. , and each cache is configured to r eceive 
information relating only to storage - elemcnta c onfigured to receive imago - fr a ncs of a specified 
definition. 
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